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II. St. Peter, iii. 11. 


Seeing then that al theſe tn ſhall be diſſol- 
0 


ved, what manner of Perſons ought ye to be 
in all holy Converſation and Godlineſs ? 


I is evident from the Beginning of the 
Text, that the latter Part is a Conclu- 
ion drawn from ſome known allowed 
KY 2 Dotrines he had laid down before. In 

bis firſt Epiſtle St. Perer deſign'd chiefly 
| to arm the diſperſed Chriſtians wit 

Patience and Perſeverance under the Tyranny of their 
Perſecutors ; but in this (for doubtleſs he is the Au- 
thor of this Second alſo, tho' it has been weakly 
queſtioned by Grotizs and others) he confirms them 
in the Truths of the Goſpel, and Exerciſe of all 


Piety; he puts them in mind of the Promiſes, and 


ſtirs up their Graces ; he warns them of a judgment 


to come, and then exhorts to Godlineſs, Thus 
he tells them, That Chriſt had given great 


and preciow Promiſes, by which they might be C. i. v. 4. 


Partakers of the DIVINE NATURE: 
That therefore they ſhould add to Faith, Virtue ; and 
ro Virtue, Knowledge ; and to Knowledge, Temperance ; 
and to Temperance, Patience; and to Patience, Godlineſs ; 
and to Godlineſs, Brotherly Kindneſs 5 and to 2 
Kindneſs, Charity ; and to give all Diligence to ma 
their Calling and Election ſure, Then in the ſecond 
Chapter he warns them of Falſe Teachers, particu- 
larly the Gnoſticks, who under the Shew of greater 
Perfection, introduced among Chriſtians moſt de- 
A 2 ſtructive 
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ſtructiye Doctrines of Liberty and Licentiouſneſs ; 
and alſo of Simon Magus, and the Carpocratians, 
who mixed Paganiſm with Chriſtianity. And in this 
laſt Chapter he ſays, He writes to them now this 


ſecond time, only to ſtir up their pure Minds by way of 


Remembrance; that they may be ever mindful of the 
Words and Commands of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, 
and well aſſured of a future Judgment, which will 
come unexpectedly and ſurprizingly: From all which 
Premiſſes, and not only that of a Judgment to come, 
and the Diſſolution of the World, he draws this 
general Concluſion of my Text, What manner of Per- 
ſons then ought ye to be in all holy. Converſation and Godli- 
neſs? that is, how prudent, virtuous, accurate, dili- 
gent, temperate, chaſte, patient, zealous, charita- 
le, and every way excellent Perſons ? For the Greek 
Word (mornis ſignifying much more than mis) tran- 
ſlated hat manner of Perſons, is often uſed in the New 
Teſtament by way of Admiration of ſome ſingular 
Excellency in Perſons or "Things ; thus, Mar. viii, 
27. They marvelled, ſaying, what manner of Man is this, 
that even the Wind and Sea obey him ? that is, what ex- 
traordinary wonderful Perſon is this? So in Mark 
xiii. 1. Maſter, fee what Manner of Stones and Buildings, 
are here? that is, how ſtately, how magnificent ? 
And not to add more, in I. Fobn, iii. 1. Behold, 
what manner of Love the Father has beſtowed on us; how 
ſurprizing Love, what aſtoniſhing Kindneſs, that we 
ſhould be called the Sons of Gd? | 
In all boly Converſation and Godlineſs: In the Original 


the Words are in the Plural Number, (according to a 


known Hebraiſm) in all holy Converſations and 
Godlineſs ; implying not ſingle Acts, no intermit- 
ting Fits of Piety, but a continued uninterrupted 
Courſe of holy walking thro' our whole Time, an 
unwearied Diligence in the Performance of all ſorts 
of Duties, and Exerciſe of every Grace wherewith 
the Spirit of God furniſhes Believers. And ſuch the 
firſt Chriſtians generally were, Perſons moſt remark- 
ably exemplary in every kind of Virtue ; = » 
_ thou 


ſhould all ſucceeding Chriſtians be, who take upon 
them that holy Name. But dare we now lay Claim 
do this excellent Character? Are we as evidently di- 
ſtinguiſhed from Men of other Religions by the In- 
nocency of our Lives, by the Brightneſs of our 
Actions, as thoſe firſt Converts were, and as the 

continued to be for many Ages of the Church? 
This will beſt appear by an Examination into Parti- 
culars, and a brief Deſcription of both States; and 
therefore I ſhall, from the Words of the Text, _ 


Firſt, Shew what Manner of Perſons the Primitive 
_ Chriſtians were in all holy Converfation and 
Godlineſs. ehe LED 


_ Secondly, What manner of Perſons Chriſtians gene- 
rally Now-a-days are. | 


Thirdly, I will enquire from what unhappy Cauſes 
the monſtrous Oppoſition of Practice between 
2 of the ſame Religion ſhould proceed. 
And, | | bh | 


Luaſtly, I will endeavour by proper Conſiderations 
co ſtir up your Zeal, and awaken your Senſe of 
Duty, that ye may hereafter live according to 
your acknowledged Obligations, and the Holi- 
neſs of the Religion ye profeſs, 


And, Firſt, What Manner of Perſons the Primi- 
tive Chriſtians (in Obſervance of the Caution 
of my Text) were in all holy Converſation and 
Godlineſs. 


And here I will firſt produce the Teſtimonies of 
their moſt. profeſſed Enemies, the Heathens, the 
| Jews, and the Devil. Pliny the younger, Governour 
of Bythinia, being commanded by the Emperor Tra- 

Jan 


(6) 
jan to give him a faithful Account of the Chriſtians, 
5 tells him in bis known Epiffle, That 
* L, 10. Ep. after the beſt Eſtimate and ſtricteſt In- 
/  __ quiſition he could make even by Tor- 
tures, he found no worſe of them than 


97 - 
this, that they were wont to meet early for the Per- 
formange 

e 


of their ſolemn Devotions, and there to 
bind themſelves under the moſt holy Obligations or 
Sacraments to commit no. manner of Vice or Wicked- 
neſs. Seren Granianus, Proconſul of 4fia, writes to 
5 Adrian, Trajan's Succeſſor, * to repre- 
1 ſent to him how unjuſt it was to perſe- 
g . , cute Chriſtians, when no Crime could 
3 ever be duly laid to their Charge. 
— — Mar. Next to Adrian, Antoninus Pius, f in his 
„ Epiſtle to the Commons of Aſ,ia, tells 
them, That they had traduced the Chriſtians, and 
objected Crimes to them which they never were 
uilty of; that they were more firm and undaunted 
in their Profeſſion. than themſelves, and had a grea- 
ter Freedom with and Confidence towards God. 
After him comes Marcus Antoninus, who having ob- 
tained a ſignal Victory againſt the Quadi in Germany, 
conſeſſes in his Letter to the Senate, That he thinks 
it gotten. by the Prayers and holy Lives of the Chri- 
ſtians which he had in his Army. 
Trypho the Jew, * in his Dialogue with Tufin Mar- 
ur, Clears : them of all Aſperſions that 
* Juſt. Mart. could be charged upon their Lives and 
Tv cum Manners, and owns the Precepts.of the 
_ . Goſpel to be ſo great and admirable, that 
| . they would make Men divine Creatures, 
could they live up to them. | 
And the Emperor Conſtantine * affirms, That when 
„be was a young Man, and in-Company 
Euſ. de vit. with Diocleſian at the Otacle of Delp bos, 
Conſtan. 1.2. he heard Apollo, or the Devil, giving 
c. 50, 51. 1 
forth his Oracles, not as he was wont 
by humane Voice, but out of a dark and obſcure Ca- 
vern, and confeſſing that it was becauſe of the juſt 


Men 


1 


Men who lived upon the Earth; and when Diocleſan 
inquired who thoſe juſt Men were, one of the Hea- 
then Prieſts that ſtood by anſwered, that they were 
the Chriſtians. Thus did the Force of Truth extort 
Teftimonies out of the Mouths of perſecuting Empe- 
rors, blaſpheming Fews, and even Satan himſelf, in 
Favour of the Innocency of the firſt Chriſtians, of 
their holy Converſation and Godlineſs. 
We will now proceed to the Accounts given of 
them by the moſt antient Writers: S. Clemens, in his 
firſt Epiſtle, tells the Corinthians ; Who did ever dwell 
among you, that did not approve of your excellent and unſha- 
ken Faith? that did not wonder at your modeſt and becomin 
Piety ? You were forward in every good Work, adorned wit 
a moſt vertuous and venerable Converſation, doing all Things 
in the Fear of God, and having his Laws and Commands 
written upon the Tables of your Hearts, They placed Re- 
ligion not in ra/king or proſeſſing, but in living. A- 
mong us, (lays Athenagoras) * the meaneſt 

Perſons, tho perhaps not able to diſcourſe or Leg. pro 
diſpute, yet fully demonſtrate their holy Religion 

in their Lives and Attions : They don't in- 

deed make fine Speeches, but they manifeſt their Fauth by good 
N | 

Clemens Alexandrinus gives this Account 
of them; As the faireſt Poſſeſſion, we offer G Adm, ad 
up our ſelves to God, intirely loving him, and at. 
reckoning this the great Buſineſs of our Lives, No Man is 
with us a Chriſtian, but he that is pious and religious ; nor 
does any further bear the Image of God, than as he atts, and 
ſpeaks, and believes, what is juſt and holy. Such as are 
our Deſires, ſuch is our Diſcourſe ; ſuch as are our Diſcourſes, 
ſuch are our Actions; and ſuch as our Actions are, ſuch is 
our whole Life; ſo univerſally good is the Life of Chriſtians, 
Certainly none ever were greater Enemies to a naked 
Profeflion, and the covering a bad Life under the Ti- 
tle of Chriftianity. Does any Man live otherwiſe than 
Chriſt has commanded? (lays Fuſtin Martyr * | 
before the Emperors ) 'tis a moſt certain Ar- | 
gument that they are no Chriſtians, though with their Tongues 
; LVU 
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1 
"they never ſo ſmoothly profeſs the Chriſtian Doctrine; for not 
meer Profeſſors, but they auho live according to their Profeſ= = 
71 ion, ſhall be ſawed, Let no Man (ſays Baſil)“ 
com. in impoſe upon himſelf with ſenſeleſs Words, ſay- 
C. 1. Efaie., ing, Tho' I be a Sinner, yet Iam a Chriſtian, 
and ] hope that Title will be my Shelter; but 
 hearken, O Sinner, (ſays he) all wicked Men ſhall be bun- 
dled up together, and, in the great Day of the divine Ven- 
geance, ſhall be indifferently thrown into thoſe mercileſs. and 
devouring Flames, To the ſame Purpoſe Athenagoras, 
in his Embaſly, tells the Heathen Emperors ; Let but 
any of us be convitt of any Crime, either ſmall or great, 
and we refuſe not to be puniſhed; nay, are ready to undergo 
the moſt cruel and heavy Penalty. And Minutius Falix, 
talking to Cæcilius an ken. {lays ; Should we Chri- 
ſtians be compared with you, as to vertuous Living, how in- 
finitely do we tranſcend you ? You forbid Adultery, and then 
practiſe it; we are intirely chaſte : You puniſh Wickedneſs 
when committed; with us, even a wicked Thought is Sin: 
You ſtand in Awe of thoſe who are conſcious of your Grimes, 
we of nothing but God and our own Conſciences. Tis wit 
Jour Party that the Priſons are filled and crowded ; no Chri- 
tian is there, unleſs ſuch a one as % either a Shame to his 
Religion, or an Apoſtate from it. Do but compare our loweſt 
Chriſtian with your beſt Philoſophers, who are only eloquent a- 
gainſt thoſe Vices of which themſelves are often guilty ; but 
we meaſure not Wiſdom by Mens Speeches or Halits, but by 
their Minds and Tempers ; we do not ſpeak great Things, 
but live them ; having thu to boaſf of, that we really attain 
to that Virtue, which they earneſily ſought, but could not 
find. Ladlantius having excellently diſ- 
'* Inftit. 1.5, courſed * of the prodigious Debaucheries 
C. 9. and Wickedneſs of the Heathens, Which 
of theſe Things (lays he) can be objected to 
our Pecple, whoſe whale Religion it # to live without Spot 
or Blemiſh ? Euſebins tells us; that in his Time the 
Chriſtian Faith had by Gravity, Sincerity, Modeſty, 
and Holineſs of Life, conquered all Oppoſition ; that 
it rendered Men metk, Speakers of Truth, charitable, 
kind, and helpful to all ; And all the primitive Wri- 
| TE | ters 
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-tersdo!agree, that no bad Man could be à Chriſtian, 
unleſi he were an Hy pocrite j that when Men deparc 


from the Diſcipline of the Goſpel, they ceaſed amon 
them to be accounted Chriſtians; and that they di 
not admit ſuch to the Offices of Religion, who had 
trunſgreſſed the Laws of ii. 
But to deſcend to Particulars: The firſt Chriſtians 
always came into the Church, as into the Palace of 
® [the great King, (as St. Chryſoſtome ſays) * + 
with Fear and Trembling, with Mode- - Hom: 15. 
Ny and Gravity, and-behaved themſelves. 1d Hebt. 
- While there with: the moſt profound Re 
: verence, Silence, and Devotion. They did not think | 
it enough to read, and pray, and praiſe God, at | 
- Home ; but made Conſcience of appearing in the | | 
publick Aſſemblies, from which nothing but Sickneſs | | 
or abſolute Neceſſity could detain them; and if per- 
ſecuted, impriſoned or baniſhed, the greateſt Trouble | 
they had was, that they could not come and join | | 
their. Devotions with their Brethren in the common 
The Lord's Day among them was moſt ſolemnly 
-oblerved ; private and 2 Devotions, conſtant 
Attendance upon the Houſe of the Lord, and the 
Ext reiſe of every Chriſtian Virtue, were the whole 


1 


Employment of it. 5 
All the other eſtabliſhed Feſtivals and Faſts of the 
Church were kept with the like Strictneſs; their Sta- 
tions or weekly Abſtinencies, and their annual Faſt of 
Lent, were obſerved with the greateſt Severities. No- 
thing but Supplications and Prayers, pious Hymns and 
Meditations, with all the ſincere: Signs of true Devo- - 
tion, diligent Attention to the reading or explaining 
of God's Word, with Acts of Charity and Mercy, 
were the whole Buſineſs of thoſe ſolemn Times. 

In their Families, they had alſo their ſtated Morn- 
ing and Evening Services, with reading of the Scrip- 
ture and Pſalms; beſides their ſet Times for private 
Devotion, which were the zd, 6th, and 9th Hours. 


B tie 


(wo) 
The holy Enchaviſt, a Sacrament ſo ſolemiſly in- 
 Micuced by our Saviour, and of futh 2 Impontunoe 


in the Chriſtian Religion, che 7 dat'fioſt almoſt 
every Day, while the Spirit of the Goſpel was yet 
warm and vigorous, and the Hearts of Men paſſio- 
nately inflamed with the Love of Chriſt; and it ne- 
ver in thoſe primitive Times was feldomer communi- 
oated than every Lord's Day; nay, the greateſt Curſe 
that could be inflicted upon chem, was to be debarred » 
2 
| ey then thought too, that an high Reſpect and 
. for the Miniſters of Religion, — fe 
fary und graceful Expreſſion of their Piety to God; 
they looked upen them as God's Embaſſadors, as the 
molt valuable Bleſfings, and reckoned every Indigni- 
offered to them, any Violation -of their Rights. 
and Poſſeſſions, among the Sins of Sacrilege. | 
*Twould be endleſs to collect out of the primi- 
tive Writers all the Accounts that may be met with, 
of their Humility, their Contempt of Riches and the 
World, their Temperance and Sobriety, their Chaſti- 
ty, their Courage and Conſtancy in aſſerting and 
'owning the Truths of the Goſpel, and their exem- 
plary Patience under Sufferings. Thus ſo ſtrictly ob- 
rved our Saviour's Golden Rule, (of doing as th 
would be done by, and rendering to every one his 
Due) that they ſcarce thought it law ful to go to Law 
to defend their own Right. | . 
Their Juſtice and Integrity in all Matters of Com- 
merce and Traffick, their Candour and Simplicity in 
itheir Words, abhorring all Lyes and mental Reſerva- 
tions, tho to ſave their own Lives: Their Veracity ſo 
great, that | Clemens Alexond; ® fays, it 
Strom. L. 7: was counted a — to a Chri- 
Rtian's Fidelity and Truth, to be put to 
his Oath: Their admirable Love and Charity (that 
new Commandment which our Saviour ratified with 
hig own ſolemn Sanction) fo remarkable, that the 
Heathens cried out with Admiration, Ses how theſe: 
Chriſtiane. loue one another ; Their Zeal for 2 
| | 3 
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r | | 
and Peactableneſs, contributing all they eauld. to. 


promote Quietneſs in the World, to avqid all Quarr 
hs ya Dillenſions, and never joining in Partie of 

(HON. IIA, 1810911123 i Cao ny, 
Ig ſhort, they were ſo eminent for the Practice of 
every Social Virtue, chat the Heathen Ake el Ma- 
rality in their Time, did in a manner reform theis 
47 and, as aſhamed that their Precepts ſhould 
be outdone by the Lives of illiterate Chriſtians, raiſed 
their Style, altered their Syſtems, and tranſcribed 
from their Practices the Divine. Preceptz of their Re- 


ion. | | : 

I will only add one Word mare concerning the 
| ficineſs of their Repentance; when either tho In- 

ig or Temptation they fell into Sin, 

Tertullian thus deſcribes it; they nei- de xn. c. 8. 
ther waſhed nor trimmed, were neg & 6. 
lected and unclean, taking no Delight 
in any thing, living in the roughneſs of Sackgloth 
and the filth and harſhneſs ef Aſhes; their Faces dil 
figured with Faſting, their Minds dejected with Grief, 
their only Nouriſhment being Bread and Water, not 
to ſatisfie Nature, but to keep up Life ;; that they did 
(as it were) nouriſh andſtrengthen their Praye r and 
Diſcipline with the ſtricteſt Abſtinence. ; that they 
groaned, and wept, and roared to the Lord their God 
Day and Night; chat they fell down at the Feet of 
the Presbyters, kneeled in the Porch of the Church 
to the Friends of God, and F begged of all 
the Brotherhood to interceed for them. 

This (my Brethren) is 2 very imperfect Sketch or 
Picture (which might be much enlarged from ancient 
Writers) to ſhew you what manner of Perſons the 
Primitive Chriſtians were in all holy Converſation 
and Godlineſs. 


| I proceed, zah, to deſcribe what manner of Per- 
ſons Chriſtians generally now- a- days are. 


I know the Degeneracy of every Age has been 
1 the 
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the conſtant Subject of Satyr, to which, very often; 
the Malignity of the Writer, Prejudice, Partiality, a 
Pique or Spite taken up againſt the World for ſome 
Diſappointment in temporal Affairs, gave as much 
Occaſion, as the Corritfors of the Times. It muſt 
be' acknowledged, to the Reputation of our Age, 
that no one has ſcarce ever been more polite, more 
learned, or more inquiſitive ; its Progreſs in Know- 
ledge of all ſorts has been ſo great, that (if we will 
believe its Advocates) the Moderns much ſurpaſs even 
the celebrated Ancients. The purity of Faith and 
Doctrine, the primitive Government and Diſcipline 
of the Church, are ſtill (God be thanked) preſerved 
intirely among us, in ſpite of the Oppoſition of the 
Devil or wicked Men. Nor is the Age ſo loſt to 
Goodneſs, but that there are many truly devout Souls, 
who by the innocency of their Lives, and the bright- 
neſs of their Examples, would have ſhone even in 
the firſt Ages of Chriſtianity. Never has Religion 
better been defended, with more Reaſon, and greater: 
Evidence, againſt all the Attacks of Atheiſts, Here- 
ticks, and Schiſmaticks. 8 5 6 

But would to God that Men had more generally 
laboured to reduce their Speculations of Religion and 
Virtue to Practice; had endeavoured to bring them 
down from the Head to the Heart, and that what was 
Light there, might have become warmth and Fire 
here; might have produced ſuitable Actions and Be- 
haviour, a truly Chriftian Life in all holy Conver- 
{ation and Godlineſs, e 

For pray put the Cafe, that a fober unprejudiced 
Heathen ſhould come into our Churches in the time 
of Divine Service, and there obſerve the Decency 
and Regularity of our publick Devotions, ſhould hear 
the Word of God read and explained, and all the holy 
Precepts of the Goſpel preſs'd upon the Conſciences 
of Men with Force and Eloquence, with proper: In- 
centives of Hopes and Fears, the Conſideration of. 
teernal Rewards and Puniſhments, and ſuch other 


Arguments, as are wont to move and perſwade rea- 
| | ſonable 


h (73) 
ſonable Natures ; and all theſe liftened to with tole- 
rable Attention : Would he not undoubtedly conclude 
the Profeſſors of ſuch a Religion, the daily Hearers 
of ſuch divine Precepts, to be Perſons living in all 
holy Converſation and Godlineſs, to be the beſt and 
moſt perfe& of all Men? But then alas! let him paſs 
from the Church to the Houſes of many of theſe 
Chriſtians, and there obſerve how little of the ex- 
cellent Piety ef their Religion is to be ſeen in their 
Lives; how the general courſe of their Actions runs 
directly counter to the Doctrines and Faith theypro- 
feſs; how that they violate all thoſe Laws, whoſe 
Juſtice and Purity they acknowledge, ſin with Hea- 
ven and Hell in beit Proſpect, and ſpeak holy Words 
bu: commit the moſt wicked Actions : What could 
ie then think, but that all this affected Profeſſion 
were meer Hypocriſie and Grimace, or that Chriſti- 
anity confiſted only in Words and fine Speeches, were 
a bare notional thing floating in the Brain, without 
ever ſinking into the Heart, or producing good Works 
and a ſuitable Behaviour. Now what would be the 
neceſſary Senſe and Conviction of ſuch a conſidering 
Heathen, ought to be the eternal Shame and Re- | 
proach of every unſincere Chriſtian, who gives juſt | 
occaſion to theſe Scandals ; and that ſuch is the me- | 
lancholy Caſe, will perhaps appear too plainly by a 
minute and exact Enquiry. And here not to mention 
a Sett of Men among us, who employ their Wit and 
Parts to overthrow and ridicule all Religion and Mo- 
rality ; for it muſt be a very wide Latitudinarian No- 
tion of Chriſtianity, which can be ſtretched to com- 
prehend ſuch as combat the very Being of a God, 
conteſt the Divinity .of our Saviour, and deny the 
Authority and Truth of the Holy Scriptures ; yet 
how many are there among us that would count it 
an Affront not to be called Chriſtians, who yet will 
ſeem pleaſed with theſe Diſcourſes, will laugh at a 
prophane Jeſt, and by baſe Cowardife, and ſinful 
Complaiſance,betray the Cauſe of Religion, and ſacri- 


fice Eternal Truths to the Mirth and Humour of the 
1 Com- 
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ny? How wou'd ſuch Men ever reſiſt unto 
Blood, as the Primitive Chriſtians bravely did, who, 
e not Willing to reſiſt as far as ſober — and 
erious Argument? or give their Lives for the Goſpel, 
who will noc —4 with a little Diverſion, or venture 
t A their Atheiſtical Acquaintance for the 
ake of it? 1 
Then as to the ſolemn Worſhip of God, I appeal 
to the Conſcience and Experience of too many a- 
mong us, whether they pay the neceſſary Tribute of 
rayer and Adoration to him with any tolerable fre- 
quency ? Or when they do, are nat their Devotions 
performed with coldneſs and uneaſineſs, diſtractions 
and wandrings, and do they not readily ſnatch at e- 
very Occaſion to omit or ſhorten them : 
How many are there, who have almoſt intirely 
thrown off all attendance upon the Church, or holy. 
_ obſervation of the Lord's Day? or if they ſometimes 
come thither, with what ſcandalous Irreverence, and 
opprobrious Contempt of ſacred Duties do they de- 
mean themſelves ? They generally come only as they 
would to any other Place of publick Concourſe, to an 
Aſſembly, to gaze and talk, to ſee, and to be ſeen, 
to Te their Vanity, perhaps to negotiate for Sin, 
and exprefly to ſerve the Devil. | 

The receiving the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, 
a Duty ſo ſtrictly enjoined, and ſo devoutly and fre- 

quent y attended by the firſt Chriſtians, how ſhame- 

ully is it neglected by too many among us? Some 
never at all approach the holy Table ; others, whom 
the obligation. of Laws, . the holding temporal 
Employments conſtrain to it, (for Men are contented 
ſometimes to ſerve God, ſo that they may ſerve Mam- 
mon too) with how negligent a Preparation, and 
what an indevout Behaviour do they attend that ſo- 
lemn and tremendous Ordinance ? 

Now when Men thus treat the Service of God, and 
his facred Inſtitutions, it is not to be wondred at, if the 
more immediate Miniſters of his Worſhip, the Clergy 
in general, do often meet with the utmoſt . 
1 


4.5 
if their Perſons be nidiouled, their Calling termeil 
Prieftcraft, and their ＋ Ulſurpations. If this were 
the Language only of the looſe and extravagant, the 
giddy or unthinking, it might ſeem leſs ftrange : But 
it is a {ad Signature of a Chriſtian Age, when too 
2 who paſs for Men of Reaſon and deep Thought, 
cloſe Enquirers, and acute Diſcerners, ſhall without 
Cenſure publiſh to the World ſuch Scandals ; it is the 
uſual practiſed Method of dethroning any Prince, 
to begin wich blackning and accuſing his Miniſters 
and Favourites. | | 34 
But I proceed to deſcribe the preſent Age, with 
reſpect io the moral Duties that relate to our ſelves, 
If Pride, Worldly-mindedneſs, Intemperance, Un- 
cleanneſs, the giving a Looſe to every unruly Paſſion, 
be Marks of a Chriſtian Age, then every one may 
perceive what manner F Perſovs Aden generally nonu- a- 
days are in all wicked Converſation and Ungodliveſs. Learn 
of me, for I am meek and lowly in Heart, ſeems by the 
preſent Practice to be an Inſtruction of our Saviour's, 
deſigned only for a poor perſecuted Church: The 
Pomps and Vanities of the World were no longer to 
be renounced, than till they could handſomly be ob- 
tained, and become the neceſſary Attendants and 
Companions of Riches, Power, and Authority; that 
indeed, when Chriſtianity was low and abject, and 
Men ſtood in daily 2 of Martyrdom, it 
might be reaſonable for them to ſet their Aﬀet#ions ow 
Things Above, and not on Things on the Earth, to hate 
and deſpiſe the World while it hated them, and uſed 
them il ; but that ſuch Severities and Sef-denials 
could never be deſigned for a flouriſhing Church, a 
proſperous People; mortifying the Body, ſübduin 
the Affections, plucking out right Eyes, cutting off 
right Hands, and taking up the Croſs, were perhaps. 
ſeaſonable once, but that time ſeems to be over, and 
an eaſier. Scene of Religion, a pleaſanter Form of 
Godlineſs, to have ſucceeded. | 
Tis not only ſadly melancholy, but almoſt una 
countable, that Men ſhould ever preſume to — ; 
| the. 
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the Name of 'Chriſtian with an utter diſowning the 
Laws of Chrift : Humility was the 13 Dreſs for 
Divinity to ſhew it ſelf to the World in; four of the 
Beatitudes are expreſly promiſed to it; tis the only 
ſit Soil for every Grace and moral Virtue to grow in; 
et how viſibly does Pride overſpread and infeſt each 
and Order of Men? diſcovering it ſelf by Self- 
conceit, Vain-glory, Boaſting,Poſitiveneſs, and a Con- 
tempt of others : How hugely pleaſed is almoſt every 
one with himſelf, and his own Excellencies? How do 
Men lay Baits for popular Fayour, and accommodate: 
all their Actions to court airy Appiauſe ? 
The World too, in ſome gay Dreſs or other, is 
too often the God to which all pay their Homage. 
With what Aſſiduity and Diligence is it ſerved? how 
ſervilely courted? Ha'f the Pains, Induſtry, and 
Application to gain the Favour of God, eternal 
Happineſs, and the World to come, would undoubt- 
edly prove ſucceſsful. 8 
How many, who would not conquer an unruly 
Paſſion, or refuſe an Appetite for the ſake of Reli- 
gion, will undergo a downright Martyrdom to gra- 
tify a Luſt, will give their Bodies as literal Burnt- 
Offerings to Concupiſcence, and rot Piece-meal to 
oblige an unclean Deſire: They can part with Noſes, 
right Hands, and Eyes for the ſake of the Devil and 
the Fleſh, tho the Goſpel with all its Perſwaſions 
could not prevail upon them to do it even in a ſpiri- 
tual Senſe: They will ſwallow Sickneſs, drink Con- 
vulſions, and Gouts, and Palſies, and practiſe Intempe- 
rance and other Sins, which generally bring their 
own Plagues and Hell along with them, and work 
_ their own Damnarions with Hardſhips and Diffi- 
culties. | | | 
If we proceed from our ſelves to our Neighbours, 
and conſider the moral Duties which the Precepts of 
the Goſpel oblige us to perform to them; what a 
Deluge of Inſincerity, Knavery, Cheating, Lying, 
Swearing, ' Perjury, Malice, Envy, and Unchari- 
tableneſs of all kinds, ſeems to have n 
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"the Age we live in, and to have broken down all 
the Banks and Fences .which Chriſtianity had care- 
fully raiſed and fixed, to keep out theſe Evils from 
corrupt humane Nature ? 'Tis an ungrateful, as well 
as unpleaſant Employment, to be obliged to rake a- 
mong ſuch Ordures ; and yet the deformed Picture 
mult be finiſhed, in order to beget in us (if poſſible) 
a juſt Abhorrence of theſe baſe Practices, which diſ- 
honour Chriſtianity, and faſten an indelible Scandal 
upon that holy Faith which we pretend to profeſs, 
Sincerity and Truth are the moſt reſembling Li- 
neaments of the Divine Image ſtamped upon our 
Natures, the Greeks call it a,, which by an eaſie 
unconſtrained Derivation, implies the Breath of God ; 
and it was one of the moſt remarkable Triumphs of 
the Goſpel over the reigning Sins of the Heathen 
World, that it broughe back, and eftabliſhed in the 
Practices and Converſation of all good Chriſtians, 
Truth, Sincerity, and Juſtice. The Primitive Diſci- 
ples would ſooner Die than tell an Untruth, would 
not (when they often might) purchaſe their Lives atthe 
Expence of a Lye ; and their bare Word in common 
Dealings, was more relied on than the Oath of any 
other Man; then what a diſmal Age of Chriſtianity 
do we now live in, wherein neither Words, nor Oaths, 
nor the ſtricteſt Laws can bind Men up to Truth? 
Wherein Lying is efteemed ſo blameleſs, that it has 
got its Hiſtorians, and its Annals, is reduced into 
an Art and Myſtery, and become a Teſt of Wit and 
Parts, the chief Uſe and Exerciſe of Invention : For 
what Society or Converſation is now-a-days agreea- 
ble, wherein a Mixture of Fiction and Falſhood, De- 
traction and Slander is not made ule of, to reliſh and 
ſeaſon inſipid Diſcourſe, and to gratiſie the corrupt 
Diſpoſitions of Men? What other Fund could poſſi- 
bly ſupply the boundleſs Expence of Chat to every 
impertinent Viſit ? Were it not for the univerſal To- 
pick of r and Scandal, how dread a Silence 
would ſoon be obſerved in the generality of Compa- 
nies ? how deſart, how neglected would the Rooms 
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of moſt Viſitants be? Truth is ſaid by Syne- 

ſius to be e wyren, the genuine 

® De Regno. Nobility of Speech, that which alone 

makes it reſpected and valued ; then 

how bafe, how unworthy muſt that Converſation be, 


whoſe Words carry no Mark, no Impreſſion, of this 
| honourable Original; but are altogether infected with 


Falſhood and Uncharitableneſs 2 Nay, ſo far do Sin- 
cerity and plain Dealing ſeem to be baniſhed from the 
Words and Actions of Men, to be ſo much out of 
Faſhion in the preſent Age, that Diflimulation is be- 
come an Accompliſhment, a Mark of deep Wiſdom, 
of great Foreſight, and a chief and moſt neceſſary 
Qualification to render one a Man of Buſineſs. 

Even in the inferior Callings of Men, cheating and 
over-reaching are too commonly a Part of the 'Trade 
they learn ; and to manage a premeditated Knavery 
ſo artfully as to eſcape the Penalties of temporal Laws, 
is a Triumph of Skill, and counted an allowable Way 

'of raiſing one's Fortune, 

So that Juſtice is no longer a rigorous rendering to 
every one his Due, a doing to others as we would be 
done unto our ſelves ; but rather a wary Fencing a- 
gainſt legal Puniſhments; a cautious Method of op- 
preſſing our Neighbours, and yet avoiding the Laſh 


and Severity of Civil Courts; and the common No- 


tion of Honeſty is taken now- a- days, not from the 
Obligations of Confcience, and a Conformity to the 
Rules of Duty and the Goſpel, but rather from a Want 
of groſs foul Practices, and bare-faced Knavery : It 
dwells upon the Tongue chiefly in Cant and formal 
Expreflions, without deſcending to the Actions, and 


is 1 4 kind of Selſ- lore well and artfully ma- 


naged. 
Nay, as if Men were reſolved to do the utmoſt 


Spight they poſſibly could to Religion, they will often 

pe Sins which have not the leaſt Temptation of 

rofit or Pleafure to plead in their Excuſe ; they will 

commit Evil even for its own vile Sake, and damn 

theraſelyes grazs ; for what Charm can be pretended 
| | eo 


1 | 
to be in common and cuſtomary Swearing ? Does it 
gratify any Appetite or Senſe ? procure any kind of 

eputation or Advantage? Indeed all the Religion 
of ſome Men, and all the Knowledge they ſeem to 

have of God or Evangelical Terms, is to be collected 
from their Oaths and Curſes, and the Variety of blaſ- 
— Expreſſions with which they deform their 

peech. How often at their Entertainments is the a- 
dorable Name of God called on to aſſert the Laws of 
Drinking or Gaming ? how frequently is eternal Truth 
made a Party and Witneſs to Trifles or Crimes ? and 
how unconcernedly do modiſh Men rake for their ve- 
ry Tales and Stories in the Wounds of Chriſt, rifling 

ell for new-minted Curſes, and playing with the 
moſt tremendous Things? 

But to proceed ; our Saviour's great Precept of 
loving our Neighbour as our ſelves, in which he com- 
prized half the Law, ſeems now to be ſo intirely for- 
gotten, that Hatred and Malice, Envy and Revenge, 
walk bare-faced, and are conſpicuous in every the 
leaſt Society. What is become of that Love and Cha- 
rity, which is the Subject and Command of almoſt 
each Chapter in the New Teſtament, and by which 
our Saviour ſays Men ſhall be known to be his Diſci- 
ples? how very few in the preſent Age, by that in- 
fallible diſtinguiſhing Mark, can be found to belong 
to Chriſt ? Can perpetual Quarrels and Diſſentions 
irreconcilable Parties and Factions, be ever reconcile 
to our holy Precepts? May not ſuch Men more pro- 
perly be ſaid to be Followers and Diſciples of the De- 
vil, who bred Diſcord even in Heaven, and to belong 
to Hell, which is the Place of Confuſion ? To forgive 
Injuries is ſo obſolete a Doctrine among the more ex- 
alted Part of Mankind, that they have eſtabliſhed it 
for a Principle of Honour forſooth, that no Affront or 
Injury is to be put up; for otherwiſe, what Gentle» 
man could poſſibly be of Chriſt's Religion? who are 
ſo far from forgiving their Enemies (according to the 
Goſpel Precept) great Injuries, that they will quar- 
rel with their deareſt —— even for ſmall ones 

2 an 
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and will not paſs by the leaſt Shew of an Affront, 
| without a one and bloody Satisfaction. When 
j Robbers kill, it is commonly for a Livelihood, to pre- 
| vent Diſcovery, or in the Heat and Surprize of Paſ- 
ſion ; and when that is over, they ſeldom juſtify the 
Fact: But the Society of Duellers are Murderers up- 
on Principle, which is worſe than Malice propenſe ; 
they have their Swords ready to execute the Orders 
of every paltry Paſſion, and often act too without 
Provocation, | 
But then if among the many Corruptions I have 
mentioned, it ſhould happen (as ſometimes it may to 
the moſt profligate) that a Pang of Conſcience, a Fit 
of Sickneſs, or an heavy Calamity, might awaken a 
Sinner to a Sight of his Wickedneſs, and give him a 
lucid Interval of Reflection and Seriouſneſs ; yet I 
may reckon the imperfect unſincere Repentances of 
ſuch Men among their very Crimes, or at leaſt among 
the main Hindrances of their Reformation, One 
thinks a faint Wiſh coward Virtue ſufficient; another 
is content to ſhed a Tear for his paſt ill Life; a third 
perhaps, will give his Vices ſome bad Language, and 
tremble a little with the Apprehenſions of Futurity, 
while the cold aguiſh Fit 1 Religion is upon him: 
But then they too often recover Ron into Sin again, 
and their Appetite to Vice grows the keener, for the 
ſhore Abſlinence from it. 
Too many put off all to the Death Bed; are willing: 
to quit their Luſts, when they are already ſufficiently 
mortified by Sickneſs, and the Cauſes and Objects of 
them removed ; and to renounce the World, when 
they are juſt leaving it ; pleaſe themſelves that ſome 
charitable Emperick in Divinity may adminiſter at 
that laſt Hour ſpiritual Stupefaction to their Con- 
ſciences ; to aſſwage the ſtinging Pains, put them 
into a State of falſe Eaſe and Quiec ; may by poiſon- 
ous Opiates doze their Minds, throw them into a 
ſeemingly ſecure, but ſhort Sleep, till Death and Hell 
awaken them out of the ſad fatal Miſtake, and they 
lift up their Eyes, being in Torment. 8 


But 
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But there are worſe even than theſe, Men who live 
as if they never thought to die, and die as if they ne- 
ver expected to live again ; Men who are often much 
more aſhamed of their Duties, than of their Sins, rea- 
dy to ſay to their departing Souls, as that Great Unbe- 
liever did, Animula, blandulg, vagula, & c. and ſeem to 
be ſo very far from giving any Account of the Hope that 
« ig them, that, in Contradiction of King Agrippa's 
s to Saint Paul, they are more than almoſt perſwaded 

tn be Chriſtians, 
But what has contributed, perhaps, as much as any 
thing to the Corruption of. this Age, is, that not only 
Mens Notions and. Inclinations, their Practices and 
Actions, are debauched, but their very Language allo ; 
2 Words, moral Virtues, and evangelical Graces, 
ve no longer the ſame Meaning they primarily had, 


but ſignify quite different Things, and wicked Men 
ſhelter themſelves under the empty Letters and Sound, 
while nothing remains of their original Import. So 
that 'tis not Vice and Sin alone which have undone 
the preſent Age, falſe and counterfeit Virtues alſo 
have a conſiderable Share in the Corruption. | 

Thus, for Inſtance, what the World calls Civility, 
good Breeding, and obliging Converſation, is com- 
monly nothing elſe but a Commerce of Flattery, an 
Intercourſe of affected Grimace and Diflimulation z 
that which appears to be Generoſity, is often only a 
diſguiſed Ambition, which deſpiſes ſmall Advantages, 
that it may make Way for greater: Modelty, is gene- 
rally a Confidence in our Merit, by which relying' 
upon the Praiſes of others, we are affectedly ſilent 
our ſelves: Sincerity is a more refined Diſſimulation, 
to deceive, and draw in the Confidence of. others: 
Wiſdom is degenerated into Craft; Fortitude and Cou- 
rage, into Revenge and Brutality ; Frugality and lau- 
dable Diligence, into Avarice; and almoſt every 
Virtue into Vanity : For alas! as the World goes, the. 
Vanity of Virtue is no leſs inſatiable than that of 
Knowledge ; a Man who ſets up for being Learned,, 
believes he ought to know all Things; and _ 
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thus ſets up to be virtuous, thinks there is no Virtue 
but what he ought to make a Shew of ; and yet (up- 
on a due Eſtimate) a natural Fault is . better, 
more pardonable, than any ſuch awkwardly affected 
good Quality. But to go on; what Men commonly 
now call Repentance, is only natural Remorſe, or a 
Regret of paſt Youth and Pleaſures ; they nick- 
name a Change of Humour to be a Converſion ai 
think that a holy Hatred of the World, which i 
a ſecret Spite that the World has quitted them ; they 
ſometimes love Retirement out of Sloth, and flatter 
themſelves that they follow the Will of Heaven, when 
they are governed by their own obſtinate Wills; 
they may, perhaps, practiſe Mortsfications and Self- 
denials ; but then — muſt be of their own Choice: 
In a Word, they ſeek lefs in their pretended Devo- 
tions to ſacrifice Self- Love, than to gratiſy it. Alas 
how profligate, how miſerably undone, muſt that Age 
be, whoſe beſt good Qualities are thus pernicious, and 
their very Victues damnable ? 

Should we read an Account of the Lives and Man- 
ners of ſome new diſcovered Country, deſcribed ex- 
actly as I have before mentioned; ſhould we find 
them generally impſous, irreligious, proud, unclean, 
revengeful, inſincere, uncharitable, (which is coo lit- 
terally our Caſe) ; could any one imagine that the 
Goſpel. had ever been preached among them, or ſo 
much as gueſs that ſuch Men were Chriſtians? Twas 
the bold and honeſt Boaſt of Lactantiu, 
in his Apology for the Chriſtians of his 
Cas. Time, Give me 4 Man (ſays he to the 

Heathens) who « paſſionate, malicious, head- 
ſtrong; with a few Goſpel Precepts, I will render him as 
meek as a Lamb. Give me one who # covetous, I will 
ſuddenly perſwade him to be liberal and charitable, Give 
me one that dreads Affiiftions and Death, I will make him 
run and court Martyrdom. Give me an unclean, intempe- 
rate, unjuſt, cruel, ſinful Wretch ; Iwill, by the Knowledge 

of Chrif, and the Influence of his Laws, render him chaſte, 


ſober, 
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ſober, merciful, innocent and holy, Who, alas! dare now 
make the like Challenge? Nay, on the contrary, if 
we ſee a Man more than ordinarily vicious and ir- 
regular, may we not too juſtly ſuſpe& ſuch a Perſon 
to be a nominal Chriſtian, to ſhelter himſelf and his 
Sins under our 1 Profeſſion? For an honeſt Maho- 
metan, a moral Heathen, would bluſh and be aſhamed 
of ſeveral foul Practices which are every Day fami- 
liak among us. | 

It is related in an Account of St. Rilda, one of our 
-moſt Weſtern Iſlands, where, by the honeſt Simplici- 
ty and Integrity of the Inhabitants, and the Inno- 
cence of their Lives, ſome Remains of the primitive 
Chriſtians may probably have been preſerved, that a 
Ship being driven into their Bay, they received the 
Seamen humanely and courteouſly, till obſerving 'em 
to game and work upon Sundays, to ſeize and take a- 
way their Cattle, and to offer Rudeneſs to one of 
their Women, they preſently concluded that ſuch wicked 
Perſons could not poſſibly be Chriftians, and bemoan- 
ed their Ignorance of the Goſpel, and its righteous _ 
Laws. How much more acceptable to God will ſuch _ 
an unpoliſhed virtuous Savage be, than any. of our 
beſt bred fine Gentlemen, who ſmile at the petty 
Crimes that gave them ſuch juſt Offence ? Yet all 
their boaſted Accompliſhments will ſtand them in no 
ſtead at the laſt great Day, unleſs it be to aggravate 
their Damnation, when the plain honeſt Iſlander ſhall . 
be received into Glory. 

You muſt own (my Brethren) that the Account I 
have given is a moſt melancholy, but too juſt and 
true a Repreſentation, of our Converſation and Be- 
haviourz and whence ſhould this unhappy Contra- 
diction berween our Faith and our Lives, our Reli- 
2 and our Actions, proceed? What ſhould have 

ower enough to diſappoint the natural Influence of 
the Goſpel Precepts upon our Practices? Why do they . 
not operate as effectually on us, as they did on the 
primitive Chriſtians ? 1 
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This was the Third Particular I propoſed to diſ- . 
courſe on; vix. | | 


x 


To inquire from what Cauſes this monſtrous Op- 
poſition of Practiſe between Profeſſors of the 
ſame Religion ſhould proceed, | 

And indeed, there are ſo many different Souress of 

Wickedneſs in the corrupt Heart of Man; there is 
ſuch a Variety of latent Springs of Action in us, ob- 


ſerved to be ſet in Motion by a yet greater Variety 


of Principles, that no one general Cauſe, nor a few, 
are ſufficient tc account for this Inconſiftency; © 

Some are wholly, or in a great Meaſure, ignorant 
of Religion ; others know it, but do not believe it : 
A third Sort know and believe in Part, but at the ſame 
Time entertain falſe Notions and miſtaken Ideas of 
Religion, A fourth, are poſſeſſed with a thorough In- 
conſideration.” | 

Add to theſe, the general Impunity of Vice, and 
Want of primitive Diſcipline in the Church; the ſen- 
ſible, preſent, Charms of Ambition, the World, and 
temporal Goods ; the ſtrong Impreflions of Education, 
and powerful Influence of Example ; the free uncen- 
ſured Uſe of Libertine and Atheiſtical Books ; and 
probably, ſome one or more of theſe may upon Exa- 
mination be found to produce theſe ſtrange and ab- 


ſurd Effects in the Lives and Practices of wicked 


Chriſtians. 


The Firſt Cauſe then which I ſhall aflign, is Igno- 
rance of Religon. 


This may ſeem a hard and ill-grounded Imputation, 


an unpardonable Affront to the boaſted Science and 


Learning of the Age we live in. Are not the holy 
Scriptures, which contain the perfect Syſtem of all 
our Doctrines and Duties, in every one's Hand, and 
daily read unto us? Do not the Preachers of the Goſ- 


pel continually explain and enforce its Myſteries and 
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Precepts ? and is not Religion become the moſt com- 
mon and familiar Subject of Diſcourſe to almoſt e- 
very Rank and Order of Men? Alas tis the moſt 
unhappy and melancholy Character of the preſent 
Times, that now, when the Improvement of Mens 
Underſtandings ſeems to be at the Height, when 
new Diſcoveries are daily made in every other Part of 
uſeful Knowledge, when Strength and Cloſeneſs of 
Reaſoning, Juſtneſs of Thinking, are moſt commen- 
dably cultivated; the moſt beneficial Knowledge, the 
only true Science, that of governing our Appetites, 
and Paſſions, and Actions, that of ſecuring our eter- 
nal Happineſs, is almoſt intirely neglected and for- 
got. Picty ſeems to be at the loweſt, whilſt Learn- 
ing is exalted and triumphs. In ſhort, we have Light 
in abundance, but then tis a cold frozen Light, 
which does not warm the Soil, produces no Fruits, 
ſhines and glares, but does not guide; and if rhe Light 
that 1 in us be in Effect Darkneſs, how great that Dark» 
neſs ? Tis a certain Obſervation, that moſt of the 
Wickedneſs in the World proceeds from, Want of 
Knowledge ; for how many are there among us, even 
in this inquiſitive Age, who know little or nothing of 
the very firſt Principles and general Truths of Re- 
ligion; as of the Being of a God, the Divinity and 
Inſpiration of the Bible, the exa&Accompliſhment of 
the antient Prophecies in the Perſon of our Saviour 
and conſequently of the Certainty of his Doctrine ani 
the Chriſtian Religion? And yet upon the Belief and 
Conviction of theſe intirely depend all thoſe particu- 
lar Truths with which Men ſeem ſo well acquainted ; 
and without the former, the Knowledge of all the 
reſt is unprofitable. How many are there, who will 
fiercely, argue and diſpute about the ſeveral Contro- 
verſies which unhappily divide Chriſtians,” who rea- 
dily know all the Arguments or Objections to defend 
a Party, but are mute and at a Loſs, if you ask them 
why they believe a God or the Holy Seriptures; 
have not one good Reaſon to give, to convince the 


Ineredulous, or to themſelve ? They 3 
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have, perhaps, ſome confuſed Notion of. theſe gene- 
ral Truths ; but know very little of their Certainty or 
reat Importance. And if it be thus with the bett er 
Eto Chriftians among us, into how diſmal: a State 
of Ignorance (in reſpect to theſe general. Truths) 
may we fuppoſe the common People to be ſunk? 
One Occaſion of which (I fear) may be, the hearing 
from the Pulpit few. Diſcourſes but what relate to 
articular Duties. or Sins, without being ſufficiently 
! inſtructed. in the prime and fundamental Doctrines of 
1 Some, (I doubt not) and I hope a great many, 
| may exempt themſelves from this general Charge; 
but then I intreat them to examine, whether the 
Knowledge they think they have of Religion be not 
a Heap of indigeſted Notions, unconnected, and 
which bear little or no Relation to Piety and Salva- 
tion; whether it: be nat only a confuſed. Collection 
of hiſtorical Facts and Propoſitions, lodged barely in 
their Memories, while their Hearts are wholly emp- 
and ignorant; whether they have duly conſidered 
e Influence and Importance of them, or ſupported 
them by any proper and convincing Proofs: If not, 
give me Leave ſtill to affirm, that ſuch Men have no 
true Chriſtian Knowledge, and are flill in deep Ig- 
norance of their Religion. e 
Neither can we excuſe Men from groſs Ignorance 
of the moral Duties of Chriſtianity ; for tho Light be 
come into the World, (as our Saviour ſays, Fobn iii. 19.) 
tho' the Duties of Religion are every. where preached 
and inculcated, yet wicked Men loue Darkneſs rather 
than Light, becauſe their Deeds. are evil: Every one that 
doeth Evil, hateth the Light ; neither cometh to the Light, 
liſt his Deeds ſhould be reproved. 25 
The Precepts of the Goſpel (one would think) 
were ſufficiently plain and obvious ; every Page in 
the Bible, enforces the Neceſſity of living ſoberly, 
righteouſly and godlily ; yet no wicked Chriftian 
ſtems to know. any. thing of this; he muſt believe 
good: Works are not neceſſary to Salvation, * 


- 


— . — = 8 — cot. —— — 
— — K n — 


—B bends Dee a ot E — —— — 
— 2 n CE * q 7 o 1 9 _ wy 
4 P * — 1d as = 


RN (27) 
Appetites were given him to be gratified, and his Paſ- 
ſions to be obeyed. Nay there are ſeveral eſſential 
Duties and evident Sins, which appear not to be 


known, as ſuch to a great many Chriſtians; as the 


Precept of Refitution, ſo very ſeldom raQiſed cu- 
ſtomary Ly ing in. Biete, and ware of, Sincerity 
in Dealing are reckoned innocent things ; 'unclean 
Thoughts, covetous Deſires, raſh Judging, are ſcarce 
believed to be Infirmities. Such Men have only a 
ſuperficial Knowledge of the Names of ſome Virtues 
and Vices, of whoſe true Nature and Obligations 
they entertain no Notion. And whence can ſuch 
ſurprizing Ignorance of the moſt important Truths 
in this Age of Knowledge proceed ? Doubtleſs, from 
want of a due Care to inſtruct Youth by Catechiſing, 
and other proper Methods in the Doctrines of Chri- 
ſtianity, and from the Sloth and Negligence of grown 
Perſons to inform themſelves ſufficiently in their Duty. 


A ſecond Cauſe of the ſhameful Corruption of Man- 


ners among us, is Infidelity ; I do not mean open 


rofeſſed Atheiſm, which the Dread of Temporal 


aws has render'd tolerably modeſt, but ſuch a pra- 
ical Disbelief of allowed Doctrines as ſeems mon- 
ſtrous and incredible. We have a ſort of Chriſtians, 
who ſay they know Religion throughly, and can 
argue for its Truths; who pretend to believe all 
its Myſteries, and to be convinced of the Reaſon- 
ableneſs of its Precepts, and yet are as looſe and diſ- 
orderly in their- Actions, as it they believed nothing 
of what they profeſs, live in open Contradic- 
tion to their acknowledged Obligations, break the 
Commandments of God with a ſound Creed, and 
walk in the Way that leads to Hell and Damnation 
with Directions to Heaven in their Hands, and the 
Words of Life and Salvation in their Mouths. What 
a Reproach is this to a thinking reaſonable Being? 
Indeed in Juſtice to humane Nature, I am rather in- 
clined to pronounce ſuch Men, who would abſurdly 
joyn the Profeſſion of a ſtrict holy Religion with a 
looſe profligate Life, to be downright Infidels, tho 
| | ; > Þ Bn they 
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they do not know it; for how can we think it poE- 
ſible for any one ſeriouſly to believe a God that is 
juſt, true, and holy, and yet act as if he were never 
to be called to any Account, as if not one Word of 
the divine Threats or Pufiſſiments were to be accom- 
pliſhed, - or as if ſuch a Perſon could be admitted 
with all his Luſts and Sins about him, to dwell 
with a Being, who is of purer Eyes than to beheld 
Iniquity ? Can Men be heartily convinced of th 
Certainty and inftexible Severity of a future Judg- 
ment, of a Heaven and a Hell, and yet continue to 
ſin with the divine Rigours in view, in munifeſt 
proſpect of Eternal Damnation ? Will any one have 
the Forehead to affirm, that he believes with #n in- 
tire Aﬀent that numberleſs Years* of Torture attend 
the ſhore Pleaſure of a Night, a few Months ſpent 
in Intemperance, or a deliberate Act of Injuftice, and 
yet proceed to make the fooliſh Bargain ? break thro 
the Horrors of everlafting Burnings, and refiſt the 
Charms of Heavenly Bliſs ? that by Ambition or 
Covetonfneſs he ſhall for ever loſe a Crown of Eter- 
nal Glory and Riches incorruptible, and yet continue 
ro follicite the unequal Exchange? The Man who 
ſpeaks and acts thus contraditority, ought not to pre- 

tend to be a Chriſtian, or even an honeſt Deiſt; fot 
Evangelical Pairh 1 works by Love, and Love 
(ſaith the Apoſtle) is the fulfilling the Commandments ; 
and he who ſays he knows God, and keeps not his Com-. 
mandments, is a Lyar (ſaith St. John) and the Truth is 
not in him: For Chriſtianity is not a Charm or « Spell, 
which conſiſts barely in repeating Forms of Words, or 
diſtinguiſhing Schemes of Speech, but (according to 
the true Notion the Ancients had of it) 'tis an influ- 
encing operative Inſtitution producing Godlineſs, tis 
30 affeative and not ſpeculative Knowledge; and 
hereſore (fays Tertullian) there is no other Mark or 
Character to know a Chriſtian, or a new Convert 
by, but his ns forſaken his old Vices. How 
abfurd and inconſiſtent a Creature then is every 
Chriſtian Sinner 2 Why docs he not either In 
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his Faith, br take more Care of his Works ? Why 


does he ſuffer his Life thus to give the Lye. to, his 
Proſeſſion, or his Profeſſion thus daily to condemn - 


and reproach his Life ? The avowed profeſſed Atheiſt 


acts much more uniformly ; he may thus juſtly inſult 


the practical Infidel, What a contradictory Creature 
art thou? I indeed lead a wicked Life, but tis, be- 
cauſe I hold no Principle that obliges me to live bet- 


ter; but thou (Ideot as thou art) profeſſeſt to believe 


a juſt God, and holy Religion, and liveſt altogether 


as ill as I who. acknowledge neither; according to 


my preſent Opinion, I have no reaſon to change my 
Courſe, my Conduct being wiſe and conſiſtent: But 


did I really believe what thou pretendeſt to do, God 


and Judgment, Heaven and Hell, I ſhould think ic 
infinitely: concerned me to lead another Life than 
thou doſt, and not to be ſuch a ſelf-condemned, in- 
conſiſtent Fool as thou art. Now what can a wicked 
Man reply to this Expoſtulation ? unleſs it be fairly 
to own his Infidelity, and confeſs that his ill Life is 
as real (but a more abſurd) Denial of God and his 
Religion; fo cloſe an Union there is between Vice 
and Unbelief. 1 Mb! b a 


There is a third ſort of Chriſtians, who pretend | 
both to know. and believe Reli vn, who talk much 
of it, are familiarly acquainted with all its orthodox 


Terms, and join in conſtant Communion with the- 


Church; but then they frame particular Syſtems of 


Chriſtianity to themſelves, perhaps each Man a dif- 


ferent one; they endeavour to form a Religion ſuita- 
ble to their Practices, inſtead of reducing their Pra- 
Rices to true Religion; they drop ſome neceſſary. 
Truths, and introduce and mix falſe and miſtaken - 
Notions with the reſt , ſuch as may be conſiſtent 
with their favourite Sins, and indulge them in a 
wicked Life. Upon the precious: Foundation of the 
Goſpel, they baild Mood, Hay, and Stubble, inſtead of 
Gold and Silver, and then vainly imagine they. have 
erected a Temple to God, in which the holy Spirit 
may voucluaſe to.dwell ; For ſome. Religion Men 
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muſt have, in ſpite of all the Projects and Deſigns of 
Hell. It is the Sinner's Intereſt then, and the Devil's 
too (that the troubleſome Importunity of natural 
Conſcience may be in a manner ſilenced, that their 
Minds may be tolerably at eaſe, tho their Lives con- 
tinue wicked) to contrive ſuch a Religion as ſhall do 
them little good, and Men are too forward to com- 
ply with that which bids faireſt to promiſe them Hea- 
ven upon the cheapeſt Terms. Hence it is, that in- 
ſtoad of ſubſtantial Piety, and uniform Obedience, 
too many take up with 4 bare Profeſſion of Chriſti- 
anity, and think that holy Words, and a looſe Form 
of Godlineſs will ſave them. Thus ſome there are, 
whoſe beſt Title to Religion is their Joyning violently 
with a particular Sect or Mode of Adminiſtration, 
that they are of this Church, or that Congregation ; 
they think diſputing for Religion to be its main Duty, 
and while they labour with a fierce Zeal to promote 
the Intereſts of a Party, imagine they are working 
out their own Salvations. Others think they go much 
farther, and even far enough, if they add to this a 
frequency in Devotion, a regular attending the 
Church, and a conſtant war, of Sermons. ; and 
hope that the bare cuſtomary Diſcharge of theſe ex- 
ternal Duties, ſhall expiate all the Miſcarriages of 
their Lives. Some again think Faith alone to be ſuf- 
ficient, and appeal to St. Paul, that Men are juſtified 
by that only, and not by Works, while by Faith they 
mean a brisk Confidence to be ſaved without the 
ſlaviſh Donne of Duty ; and if from the ſame 
St. Paul, and all the Evangelical Writers, you ſhould 
urge the Neceſſity of good Works, and that there can 
be no true Faith without them, they will call you 
dull Moraliſt, and ſay you do not underſtand the 
glorious Privileges of the Goſpel : They will aſſyre 
you, that Morality is a heatheniſh Perfection, a meer 
pagan Principle ; and that as the Want of Faith made 
all the celebrated Virtues of Socrates, Cato, Epictetus, 
and Marcus Aurelius, to be only ſplendid Sins, ſo the 
Having it will undoubtedly conſecrate, or make in- 
<4 nocent 
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nocent all the Actions of their Lives. If you ſhould-. 


proceed to ſhew the indiſpenſible Obligation which 


the Goſpel lays upon all its Profeſſors to ſtrict Piety 


and Holineſs, they will endeavour ſtill to maintain, 


that the good Works you preſs, are, either impoſſi- 
ble to frail humane Nature, or not abſolutely neceſ- 


ſary to Salvation; that they are only heinous, flagi- 


tious Sins which do damn; or laſtly, they will fly to 
ection they 


the infinite Mercy of God, which Pe 
exalt not only over all his Works, but all his Attributes 

too. I ſhall preſume ſo far upon the good Senſe of 
my Hearers, as to ſuppoſe the bare Mention of theſe 
falſe and pernicious. Maxims, may. ſuperſede a for- 
mal Confutation of them, and that every one who: 
conſiders our holy Religion, muſt know Chriſtianity 
to be an inward and vital Principle, a conſtant Spring 
of uniform and intire Obedience, which lies not in 
Forms and Appearances, in Subtilties and Diſputes, 
in Modes of Speech, or Syſtems of Opinions. But 
how few are there, who do throughly conſider. this 
important Matter? And that brings me to 2 

Fourth Cauſe of the monſtrous Oppoſition between 
our Religion and our Lives, vix. Want of Conſidera- 


tion. For I will ſuppoſe. many Sinners to believe a, 


God, nay, and to think rightly. too of him and his 
Laws, but after all, they yield ſo little actual Atten- 
tion to this their habitual Belief and Knowledge, they. 
ſo ſeldom think of God, or attend to the Conſequen- 


ces of what they believe and know, as ſtill to lead 


ill Lives, and detain great and funda- _ 4 
mental Truths (as St. Paul expreſſes it“) Rom. i. 1. 
iu Unrigbteou/neſs : They ſtifle and impri- | 75 
ſon by Inconſideration, the divine Light in their. 
Minds, and ſuffer it not to break forth and diſplay 
it ſelf, ſo as to influence their Actions; and hence 
it comes to paſs, that tho' they know Gad, yet they, 


glorifie bim not as Gad, in paying him the Homage due. 
to him, and ſerving him in the Manner he preſcribes... 


Thus want of Conſideration alone is ſufficient to fru- 


ſtrate all the Effects of Faith and Knowledge in or- 
| | 5 der. 
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der to 2 good Life. ' For let 2 Man be never ſo 
ehrongnly convinced of the Nature and Will of Al- 
mighty God, yet he has the Uſe and Benefit of that 
Faith and Knowledge no longer, and no further, than' 
as he actually attends to, and exerts them: As let a 
Traveller's Sight be never ſo good, it ſerves him how- 
Fer for Direction no longer than he keeps his Eyes 
«56 and intent upon his Way; and if he ſhut them, 
tis not his general Habit or Power of ſeeing, that 
will keep him from Miſtakes and Wandrings ; if the 
Light be not preſent to him for ready Uſe when he 
is to walk by it, tis all one as if it were in a dark 
Lanthorn; as if he wanted it, for he has it not, tho“ 
it be within his reach; and ſo the Traveller is blind, 
tho' the Man may fee. In like manner, he that be- 
lieves all the Truths of Chriſtianity, may (and too 
often does) not conſider what is contained in that 
Faith, nor maintain in his Mind a 'prefent aRual 
Senſe of it. How fundamental a Principle ſoever 
that may be, and in it ſelf productive of a good Life, 
yet for want of due Conſideration it may prove an 
ufeleſs dead Treaſure to. him, and he may live and 
act as diſorderly, as if he acknowledged no ſuch di- 
vine Principles. If a Believer will not keep up in his 
Mind a lively Senſe and Recollection of his Faith, if 
he will not attend to the Confequences of it, nor 
mind what ic includes; if he will not rake aſunder, 
and examine the ſeveral Articles of his Religion, but 
ſwallow all down whole, and in groſs, without either 
chewing or digeſting it, tis no wonder, if (like a pre- 
cious Medicine wrapp'd up in an indiſſoluble Vehi- 
cle * goes quite thro' him without any Operation 
at all. | 

I will add no more to expoſe ſuch irrational un- 
chriſtian Sloth ; ir is the main Deſign of this, and of 
moſt religious Diſcourſes, to awaken Men from it; 
and if Arguments and Perſwaſions cannot prevail 
here, Death will effectually, and too fatally do it. 
| hereafter, and awaken Men into a fruitleſs Conſide- 
ration, and eternal gnawing Reflections upon their 
ſtapid abſurd Neglects. 


A fifth moſt prevailing Cauſe of the ſpreading 
Growth of Vice, is Impunity, and want of primi- 
tive Diſcipline in the Church. The wiſe 
Solomon tells us, Becauſe Sentence againſt an Eteleſ. 8. 11. 
evil Work is not executed ſptedily, therefore 
the Heart of the Sons of Men is fully ſet in them to do 
Evil. For there is a threefold Cure of Sin, one (which 
I may call a natural one) is Repentance ; another 
(which is the fæderal one) is the Satisfaction and Me- 
rits of our Bleſſed Saviour; and the third (which is 
the political Cure) is Coercion and Puniſhment. We 
cannot pretend to cure the Sins of other Men by ei- 
ther of the two former Methods; for tho we may 
perſwade them to Repentance, yet the Truth thereof 
muſt be left to their own Hearts, and the Application 
of Chriſt's meritorious Sufferings to their own Since- 
rity ; but in this third Way, every Man may be uſe- 
ful to his Brother, every good Man is ſaid by an 
heathen Moraliſt, to be a perpetual Magiſtrate, that 
is, he cannot but b 
his Love to Virtue and the publick Good, will not 
ſuffer him to be unconcerned, or to hear, and bear 
with Indifference, that the Offices of Morality and 
Religion, the Intereſt of Truth, thoſe Duties wherein 
God's Honour and the common Safety are ſo nearly 
concerned, ſhould be broken or neglected, without 
a proper Puniſnment. And indeed, were the Seeds 
of ill Actions betimes cruſhed by due Correction in 
Beginners, were the Nurſeries of Idleneſs and De- 
bauchery careſully weeded or ſuppreſſed, and greater 
Crimes mercifully prevented by ſpeedy Animadver- 
ſion upon the leſſer ones; if the firſt buddings of Vice 
in its remoter Cauſes were charitably nipped, the 
ſpreading of Iniquity among us would doubtleſs in 
a great meaſure abate, and the Infection of Sin be 
conſiderably ſtopp'd. For if Laws alone could do 
the Work, none certainly were needful but thoſe of 
Chriſt ; or could ſimple Sanctions enforce Laws, none 
can be ſo moving as the two eternal States of Heaven 
and Hell : But wicked __ deſpiſe theſe Laws, and 
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ars not frightned by their Sanctions, whoſe Execution 
is ſo remote and diſtant ; Stubborn Nature, obſtinate 
Impiety, will not often be perſwaded ; there is need 
of Force; and where Senſe comes to govern more 
than Conſcience, he that is armed with Mulcts and 
-—— the Magiſtrate, is the only edifying 
an. 
The Church too having in a great Meaſure loſt its 
Authority and Reſpect, by Want of that vigorous 
rimitive Diſcipline, which is bemoaned and wiſhed 
in the Preface to our Office of Commination, 
cannot now, as heretofore, reſtrain bold and impu- 
dent Sinners; its Sentences are ſlighted, its Terrors 
do not perſwade, its Separations are ineffectual; be- 
cauſe Men walk now by Sight and Senſe, (contrary to 
the Apoſtle's Rule) and not by Faith. | 
If we add to the formentioned Cauſes the ſtrong 
Impreſſions which the World and temporal Satisfac- 
tions betimes make on the Souls of Men; the little 
Care that is generally taken in the due Inſtruction of 
Children in Religion and Piety, the almoſt uncon- 
querable Prejudices of a bad and vicious Education, 
and the pernicious Influence of wicked Example; we 
{hall no longer wonder at or think unaccountable, 
the monſtrous: Oppoſition between Mens Profeflions 
of Religion and their Practices. | 
For when in our Childhood we are incapable of 
being moved with other things, when the tender 
Seeds of Reaſon and Underſtanding lie covered and 
oppreſſed with groſs Matter; the World then, with 
its Variety of charming Objects and Pleaſures, ſtrikes 
our Senfes, lays hold of our firſt Appetices, fills our 
greedy Minds, and makes deepeſt Impreflions on our 
then tender Senſes. Thus do ſenſual Delights pre- 
vent all others in our Inclinations, poſſeſs our Virgin 
Love, and enjoy our Infant Embraces, and therefore 
tis with the greateft Reluctancy that they are torn 
from us. Now when the Soul is thus ſeaſoned with. 
the agreeable Reliſh of temporal things, and con- 
ſtantly fed. with Gayeties _ Delights ; when _—_ 
| ' ceds 
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Seeds of wordly Inclinations are wateted and kep 
warm by dayly Fruition, till they ſprout and floutith, 
and are nurſed up by a vicious Education into Tem- 
per and Conſtitution ; the Underſtanding grows big 
chiefly with ſuch treacherous Principles, and Reafon 
it ſelf becomes only in ſuch Men a kind of Sagacity, 
or Skill of catering for their wicked Inclinations. 
When Men are thus formed and made, and the Age 
of ſatisfying ſuch Inclinations is come; when Temp- 
tations are thoroughly underſtood, and multiply by 
Uſe, Converſation, and the Infection of ill Exam- 
ple q and the World has Objects for them all ready 
at hand; Objects that, wherever they turn their 
Eyes, are ſtill before them, and thruſt themſelves in- 
to the Mind with the Advantages that do attend 
them, and by conſtant Importunity ſtir and work 
Deſires, and ſerve them too when the Pleaſures, Ho- 
nours, and Profits it furniſheth, have thus got Poſſeſſi- 
on of the Heart, and by a ſtrong Party of heady 
Paſſions, and a corrupted Fancy, which gives Ear- 
neſt of Fruition, all the Bars of Reſolution and Du- 
ty, all the ſtrong Holds of Grace: and Virtue are be- 
trayed, all the faint dim Impreſſions of Religion and 
future Expectations are defaced ; no Wonder if ſuch 
preſent Experience delights, become victorious, and 
that the united Force of the World, wicked Educati- 
on, and evil Example, do triumph over their inſig- 
nificant Profeſſions and nominal Chriſtianity. . 
But as if all the ſeveral Cauſes I have been deſcri- 
bing, were not ſufficient to undermine the Truths of 
Religion and corrupt the Practices of Men, there 
remains ſtill a moſt pernicious and fatal Caufe of both. 
The Devil has all along too ſucceſsfully imitated the 
Divine Methods in propagating his Empire; and 


bbſerving that God not only appointed Apoſtles and 
Preachers, to publiſh his Laws and enforce their Im- 


portance and Obligation; but alſo directed in his 

Providence thoſe Laws and Precepts to be written 

and read, that every one might apply to them for 

Information: In like po our implacable "_— 
beams es 2 | 
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ſary has eſtabliſhed his Miniſters of Impiety, whoſe 
Buſineſs it is not only in Converſation to preach up 
Libertiniſm and Atheiſm, but alſo, left their tranſito- 
ry Diſcourſes ſhould be forgot, they have digeſted 
their wicked Principles into Syſtems ; Vice has got 
its Hiſtorians, and the Prophane have Variety of 
Books to defend their Unbelief, and to juſtify and 
authorize their Crimes. The Number and Inſolence 
of theſe every Day increaſe without Cenſure, and 
are too familiarly read; in which the impudently 
attack the Divine Authority of the Scripture, en- 
deavour to ſhake the fundamental Truths and Myſte- 
ries of Religion, to deface the eſſential Differences 
between Virtue and Vice, to introduce an univerſal 
Scepticiſm, and by what they call Free Thinking, to 
render all the Principles of Faich and Morality un- 
certain and doubtful. Add to theſe, the prodigious 
Quantity of Books which directly tend to Impurity, 
which, under the ſpecious Names of Love and Gal- 
lantry, inſtruct unwary Sinners in all the Artifices of 
Debauchery, in all the refined Myſteries of Lewd- 
neſs; and with the Allurements of Wit, and Elo- 
quence, and Poeſy, inſenſibly corrupt the Minds of 
Youth, and deface all the Impreſſions of Chriſtianity. 

And ſo much for the third Particular propoſed, 
viz, To enquire from what —y Cauſes the 
monſtrous Oppoſition between Profeſſors of the ſame 
Religion ſhould ariſe. JE 


I proceed, in the laſt Place, To endeayour by pro- 
per Conſiderations to ſtir up your Zeal, and awaken 
your Senſe of Duty, that ye may hereafter live accor- 
ding to your acknowledged Obligations, and the Ho- 
lineſs of the Religion ye profels. 

We have at large deſcribed the-Evil, and accoun- 
ted for the ſeveral Cauſes from whence it may pro- 
ceed; and when a Diſeaſe is perfectly known, and 
its genuine Cauſes accurately inquired into, skil- 
ful Phyſicians make no Difficulty of the Cure. We 


have gone farther too, and ſhewn the regular ſuc- 
, ceſsful 
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ceſsful Methods by which the primitive Chriſtians 
preſerved themſelves in ſpiritual Health; and have 
added Experiment to Reaſoning and Theory, But 
alas ! the — of the Soul are not ſo eaſily re- 
moved; Men continue ſtupid and inſenſible in their 
moſt important Concerns, and periſh with keavenly 
Medicines in their Reach, and infallible Remedies at 
hand for all their ſpiritual Diſorders. | 

Firſt therefore, I ſhall intreat you ſeriouſly to weigh 
and conſider the ſolemn Obligations of your Profefli- 
on ; and to be convinced, that barely to talk and 
reafon about Religion, and to practiſe a few of its 
more eaſy and external Duties, is not to be a Chri- 
ſtian. For if you will be perſwaded but to think 
and reflect, you muſt know that true Chriſtianit 
conſiſts in a divine Life, in a great Love of God, 
and a Veneration of his Perſections; in a Dread of 
his Power, and a Reverence for his Laws ; in the Mor- 
tification of our Paſſions, and a Subjection of our 


irregular Appetites ; in being meek and humble, com- 


paſſionate and charitable, juſt and righteous. 
But the Misfortune is, that Men too generally live 


by rote, without Reflection i they ſuffer themſelves in 


their Actions to be hurried on with the Stream of 
Cuſtom and Company ; their Manner of Life takes 
that Shape which their Rank and Quality, or the 
Chance of their Converſation, yoo it ; and their 
very Religion (the Profeſſion of it I mean) is no 
more than the native Product of the Soil they are 
planted in. 

There are ſome who imagine themſelves more per- 
fe, becauſe they think, and reaſon, and talk, above 
groſs Senſe, yet they live exactly according to it; 


they perhaps diſcard it in the Conduct of their Stu- 


dies and Speculations, yet retain it in the moſt mate- 
rial Aﬀair, the Management of their Lives. Thus 
the Chriſtian Philoſopher, perhaps proceeds upon in- 
tellectual Views, while the practical Chriſtian is gene- 


rally guided and determined wholly by ſenſual Repre- 


ſentations. A main Occaſion hereof is, that Men do 
| not 
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not live and walk by Faith, (as I hinted: but by Sight ; 
they have not an actual Lider of, bet Tots 
preſent in their Minds to govern the#Adtiomiy/ wicked Men 
think of nothing, but what by ſtriking agreeably ſome Senſe 
or Appetite raiſes their Notice : Future, tho* never ſo de- 
monſtratively proved; the Rewards of Piety, tho' never fo 
affectingly deſcribed ; appear to them ſo diſtant, faint and ob- 
ſcure, that the leaſt tri ing worldly Pleaſure or Intereſt out- 
ſhines or defaces them. True Chriſtian Faith (if we had 
it) points to us infinitely greater Goods on one Hand, and 
infinitely greater Evils on the other; it opens one Scene to 
as, and ſhiews“ us Heaven; it opens another, and ſhews us 
Hell: After two ſuch Proſpects as theſe, what can Sin or the 
Devil preſent to our View, that ſhall be worthy of its Re- 
gard ? How poor an Impreſſion muſt the moſt alluring Temp- 
tation make upon our Hearts, when the Charms and Glories 
of the 8 orld are ſo much out. bid by the Faith of the 
next? The Mahometans are conſiſtent in living voluptuouſly, 
becauſe they expect only an higher Improvement of the ſame 
Pleaſures in their Paradiſe hereafter ; but Chriſtians are utter- 
ly inexcuſable, who pretend to hope for a ſpiritual Heaven, 
after leading a moſt carnal wicked Life as an Introduction to it. 

- Secondly, be pleaſed to think of the abominable Scandal 
you thereby throw ; wi our pure and undefiled Religion, and 
its divine Author, by leading wicked Lives, and indulging 
your ſelves in every kind of Vice, yet profeſſing a Faith that 
allows none at a cheaper Rate than eternal Damnation; in 
ſaying you believe a moſt holy Religion, which is all Light, 

et ſcrupling not to make it confillent with Sin, and the 
lackeſt Works of Darkneſs; in calling upon the Name of 
the Bleſſed Jeſus, yet living, as if ye deſigned the utter Diſpa- 
ragement of that holy Name, in ſcandalous Contempt of his 
a:knowledged Laws. The owning and believing great and im- 
portant Truths, without obeying their Influence, will only ſerve 
to increaſe your Condemnation hereafter ; and the Accuſati- 
on at the laſt Day will be unanſwerable, when the Holineſs 
of your allowed Docteines ſhall be compared with the unac- 
countable Iniquity of your Lives. When ZEpife- 

tus“ ſaw an impudent, vicious, immoral Man fre- 
quent the Schools of the Philoſophcrs, attend to 
their Precepts, and copy their Inſtructions, he cried ont 
with a Surprize of Rage, What means this Man? Would he 
receive the pure Doctrine of Wiſdom in a polluted Veflel ? 
Would he cortupt the Divine Precepts ? or think the Seeds of 
Knowledge could ever fruftify in a wicked Mind? | 
With what Confuſion muſt a due Reflection upon this co- 
ver 


* Gellius, 
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ver every impious Chriſtian? How ſhould this Heathen Cau- 
tion and Severity expoſe the Looſeneſs and Careleſsneſs of 
our Goſpel Profeſſion? Are the Precepts of Stoical Philoſo- 
phy to be compared to Divine Truths and the Word of 
God ? And ſhall an immoral Man be driven from the Schools 
of the one, and yet admitted into the Churches of the o- 
ther? or be allowed to ſhelter his Prophaneneſs, his Luxury, 
his Uncleanneſs, all his ſcandalous Vices under the Livery of 
Chriſtianity? _ 0 | 

Laſtly, To ſtir you up to live and act according to your 
acknowledged Obligations, ſet before you the Pattern of the 
agreeable Faith and Practice of the primitive Chriſtians, 
which ye have heard deſcribed: Conſider what Manner of 
Perſons they were in all holy Converſation and 'Godlineſs, 
The Force of Example is wont to be the moſt prevalent of 
all Arguments ; and here ye have that of Men, who in the 
moſt diſcouraging Circumſtances bravely lived up to their 
Profeſſions, ſo that the Excellency of their Religion was ſeen 
as well as heard. | | | 

Lou pretend to believe ſincerely the ſame Faith, you have 
the ſame holy Precepts to obſerve, the ſame Enemies and 
Temptations to encounter, only that they had much greater 
Difficulties, and the Violence of Perfecution to ſtruggle with: 
You have a like Promiſe of the Aſſiſtance of the Divine 
Spirit and his Grace to ſupport you. What hinders then but 
that you ſhould acquit your ſelves as well as they? Proving 
(as the Apoſtle fays*) what is acceptable unto the Lord, 
and having no Fellowfpip with rhe nufruitful Works of . N 
Darkneſs ; inſtead of diſhonouring of the Church of 
Chriſt by wicked ſcandalous Lives. Ler no Man deceive himſelf 
with vain Words, (as the ſame Apoſtle goes on) for thi ye muſt 
know, that no Whoremonger, nor unclean Perſon, nor covetous Man 
who i an Idolater, nor Thieves, nor Drunlards, nor Revilers, nov 
Extortioners, have any Inheritance in the Kingdom of Chriſt, St. 
Peter * deſcribes Chriſtians as a choſen Generation, Z 
a royal Priefthoed, an holy Nation, a pecultar People; R_ „ns 
and the other ſacred Writers give them the glori. * 
ous Titles of Saints, Eleft, Children of God, new Creatures 
St. Paul * characterizes the Church or Society Foh 
of Chriſtians, as not baving Spot or Wrinkle, or ts be. 
any ſuch Thing, but holy, and wwithout Blemiſh. And ſhall we 
diſhonour this immaculate Spouſe of Chriſt by our wicked 
Lives ? Shall we become Spots and Wrinkles, and Blemiſhes, 
in her beauteous Face, bely the ſacred Oracles, and endeavour 
to overthrow the eternal Council of God ? 

Seeing then the great Deſign of Chriſtianity is to reform 
the World, and to purify the Hearts and Lives of Men; fince 


the. 


(40) 
the Wrath of God is ſo clearly revealed from Heaven againſt all” 
Ungodlineſs and Unrighteouſneſs of Men, and Life and Immorta- 
 lity ſo evidently brought to Light by the Goſpel ; how ſhall we e- 
ſcape, if we negleti ſo great Salvation? What Condemnation 
will be heavy enough io thoſe who wilfully refuſe to be ſa- 
ved ? This is the Condemnatio» (ſays our Saviour) that Light is 
come into the World;and Men love Darkneſsrather than Light. All the 
Sins which we Chriſtians commit, are infinitely aggravated a- 
bove the Sins of Thouſands in the World, who never enjoyed 
that Light and thoſe Advantages which we have done ; The 
Ignorance of theſe God winked at; but what Stripes do we deſerve, + 
who know our Maſter's Will, but have not prepared to do our — 
according to it? All the Light and Knowledge which we have, 
all thoſe Counſels and Inſtructions which we have read and 
heard out of God's Word, will inflame our Account, and 
heighten our Condemnation ; and the very Means of our 
Salvation, will be the ſaddeſt As ravation of our Ruine. Ir 
ſhall be more tolerable for Tyre an 38 for Sodom and Go- 
morrha, in the Day of Judgment, than for us, if we do not in 
Time lay theſe Things to Heart, and be convinced, that we 
muſt neceflarily renounce our Sins, if we will retain our Faith. 
For if we obſlinatcly continue to with. Hold the divine Truth 


iI Unrighteouſueſs, if we reſiſt the Virtue and Efficacy of it, 


and do oppole and blaſpheme it by our wicked Lives; if we 
do as much as in us lies to make other Men Atheiſts, by ex- 
poſing our holy Religion to their Contempt and Scorn, by 
opening their Mouths unanſwerably againſt it, as either not 
containing the Laws of good Life, or as deſtitute of Power 
and Efficacy to perſwade Men to the Obedience of thoſe 
Laws; where (may they juſtly ſay) is this excellent Reli- 
gion you ſo much boaſt of? How does it 11 ? Look into 
the Lives of Chriſtians, and there you will ſee the plain Ef. 
feAs of Atheiſm, Infidelity, Paganiſm, Mahometiſm, and 
every wicked Principle ; but nothing'of the mighty Force of 
Chrilt's Inſtitution. And what a ſhameful oy rn is this? 
what a Scandal and Diſparagement to the Goſpel, to ſee 
ſome of the worſt of Men wearing the Badge and Liyery of 
the beſt Religion that.cyer was? 3 

Let your Converſation therefore hereafter be ſuch as becometh 
the Goſpel of Chriſt, and let us ſeriouſly and effectually conſi- 
der, what manner of Perſons we ought to be in all holy Converſa- 
tion and (Godlineſs, God grant, that we may all become Chri. 
ſtians, not in Name only but in Effect and Reality! that we 
may believe practically, and live up to our Creeds, and the 
Precepts of our Religion ; and that having our Fruit unto 
Holineſs, our End may br yr 1 1 Amen. 

F | 


